ASN Conference Meeting Minutes,

Loughborough University, 28/07/07
In attendance: Uri Gordon, David Bailey, Ben Franks, Alex Christoyannopulos (Alex C), Mitzi waltz, Steve Schultz, Alex Fitch, Ingmar Lippert, Sureyyya Evren, Des Fernandes, Anna Feignbaum, Alex Prichard, Laurence Davis, Helen Jackson, Ruth Kinna 

Apologies: Dave Morris

Facilitator: Uri Gordon 

Minutes: Alex Prichard 

Uri suggested that the meeting begin with an introductory go-round where people could also say what they expected from the meeting. Expectations were varied, including: possible publishing strategies, procedural help, and the fleshing out of conference ideas for 2008. A number of new faces meant there was also a need for basic information about the group. 

The meeting began with Alex Prichard (Alex P) explaining where the group was in terms of its budget, good will with PSA and its basic procedural functions and administrative roles. The PSA are happy with us, the budget it balanced, the admin roles are basically taken up by one person (Alex P) and most procedural functions are negotiated ad hoc where they are not taken on by Alex P. 

This needed a little more explanation and so Alex ended up having a bit of a whinge about the burden the group had placed on him (me!). Liaising with PSA and being pro-active in the group were the main burdens, but smaller things like sending cheques and sorting out receipts, as well as writing newsletters and learning how to deal with people on line and in a community he was/is largely unfamiliar with, meant the last eighteen months had been a steep learning curve for him (me!). 

This led to questions about what the group had done and it was noted that the group has done loads. We’ve now convened three conferences (largely autonomously and with ASN funding), funded and convened panels at PSA and BISA conferences as well as the Manchester Workshops, Utopian Studies conference and the Projectile film festival. 

The discussion moved onto the differences between the various anarchist groups and email lists. It was agreed that what marked out the ASN from other groups was its official status within the PSA and its budget of £1500 per annum. It was again reiterated how important we saw it that each group retain its distinctiveness and that the ASN abstain from absorbing the functions of other groups – however unintentionally.

Uri suggested that we all sign up to Facebook and it was noted that Jamie Heckert had already made moves in this direction. It was not decided whether there was universal consent to this move, but it was broadly liked as an idea. 

The discussion of the distinctiveness of the group led to questions about its aim and it was reiterated that the guiding aim of the group, perhaps mainly due to the uniqueness of having a budget, was first and foremost to bring people together to galvanise an academic community. This contact, particularly for an international email list, was deemed vital to past success and future plans, and to building a sense of trust and community that would underpin mutual aid.
A discussion about where the group had come from followed with Alex and Mitzi explaining the evolution from the AA list through to the ASN via the SGSA. Our March 2006 meeting was mentioned as were the two London Anarchist Bookfair meetings and the ASN conferences as points of contact. Alex suggested that the aims and purpose of the group have largely been defined by his input and expectations (academic, institutional and financial) and that this need not remain the case. Indeed his expectation of the meeting was to try and get a sense of the way in which others would like to take the group. But I was warmed by the support I got from the people at the meeting for the work I’d done and the way the group was going. 

This led to a quick discussion of what the group can actually do and it was made clear that the group’s activities are circumscribed by the PSA’s official status as a charity and its purpose which is to galvanise academic communities. Within these parameters the group is fairly free and its activities will be (and ought to be) decided by the membership. 

We then had a brainstorming session to come up with ideas about what the group would like to do. These included the following (names included where I can remember):

conferences, panels at other conferences (Ruth), joint projects between members, sourcing funding and making bids (Alex P), co-editing and co-authoring books, promoting and taking part in free schools and anarchist universities (Anna), translations, non-academic publishing of copyleft material (Anna), collecting reports from activist and academic events of interest to the membership (Alex P), internal and procedural group development (Alex P) and the raising of the group’s academic and non-academic profile (Uri). 
The discussion then turned to what we could do in 2008. Ruth reiterated the importance of an ASN presence at the PSA annual conference because of the need to be seen to be doing PSA things with their money. Laurence suggested an edited volume of discussion pieces in dialogue with one another as opposed to positional. Alex suggested a co-authored paper for publication discussing the group, why it’s needed and its aims etc. This could be a comment on academia as much as it would be a report and might thus be of broad interest. 

Discussion then turned to the idea of a conference in 2008. It was decided that rather than have an overall theme the conference could be structured by ASN members who would take on the role of convenor of either panels, workshops, info sessions, plenary sessions and so on. These proposals could be/will be uploaded to the wiki so that members can see the conference developing as it does and pop in and out with ideas and papers/contributions. The ASN would then play a facilitating role by applying for funding, coordinating bids and using its institutional good will in Loughborough to help host the event here. We worried about a clash with the RAT conference and will need to liaise with the IAS about this.  
Themes that were suggested included the following: anarchism and discourse of difference (Mitzi), Proudhon (Alex P), religious anarchism (Alex C), third world/non-western anarchism (Sureyyya), structure/agency and changing the work place/content (Ingmar), Anarchism and Ethics (Ben), anarchist approaches in comparative political studies (David), Anarchism and science fiction (Laurence) 

Panel convenors will be asked to provide a short abstract of the idea they would like discussed and how they would like their sessions structured. 

It was decided that this was more than enough work for the coming year and that it would probably take up most of our time as a group. Issues were raised regarding the monopolisation of funding for the conference, but it was suggested that discussion on this matter could continue on the list. 

Concerns were raised regarding the institutionalisation of the group in Loughborough (Alex P) but a consensus emerged that this was not a problem, at least not in the short term, since it gives people with no other point of immediate contact somewhere to go and to refer to. With other clusters emerging in Goldsmith’s and Nottingham were also welcomed. 

After a brief resumé of the meeting, a meeting that had lasted about 3 hours, it was called to a close and then we went to the pub, had a few beers, and a huge row about God and politics. 

Thanks to everyone for a lovely weekend. 

