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The Anarchist Studies Network was formed in December 2005 with the aim of bringing together individuals inside and outside the academy with a scholarly and political interest in anarchism. The rationale of the Anarchist Studies Network is to reflect the recent surge of interest in anarchist thought by facilitating and promoting the analysis of the history, plurality, and trajectory of anarchism as modern political, economic, social, cultural and religious theory and practice. Its secondary aim is to provide an institutional forum to bring graduate students, professional academics, independent scholars, and grassroots activists together from across disciplines to discuss the latest research and developments in the study of anarchism. Finally, the specialist working group provides an institutional forum through which anarchism may be promoted as a viable analytical, conceptual, and pedagogical paradigm for students and researchers alike. We currently have 102 members worldwide and our email list and website have gone from strength to strength. Our website is regularly updated and is an important reference point for the group. 

2007/2008 was a particularly productive year for the group with a number of members presenting at conference panels throughout the UK and Europe as well as joint conferences organised with other research groups. ASN members presented papers at the PSA annual conference at the University of Bath in 2007 and again in Swansea in 2008. Papers were also given at the Utopian Studies Conference at Plymouth University, and two highly successful panels on anarchism and historiography were convened at the European Social Science History conference at Lisbon earlier this year. Also, Mizti Waltz was involved in running the ‘Projectile Festival of Anarchist Film, Culture and Ideas’ in Newcastle in 2007 and 2008.
A joint ASN/NASPIR event was held at the Department of Politics, IR and European Studies at Loughborough University in July 2007. The conference was titled ‘Civil Rights, Liberties and Disobedience: Alternatives to Governance in the 21st Century’. A number of graduate students as well as established academics gave papers on the praxis of global governance from a range of perspectives and with a range of empirical cases. It is clear that we face troubling times with state repression on the rise everywhere under the banner of the ‘war on terror’. 

At the conference ASN members convened a steering group meeting in which it was decided to devote the entire budget for 2008 to a dedicated stand-alone conference on anarchism. The call for workshop convenors produced more than fifteen topics that have now attracted over seventy papers on topics ranging from contemporary anarchist eco-politics to Proudhon’s political theory. This event will be jointly funded by the PSA, the Centre for the Study of International Governance at Loughborough University and member registrations. A funding bid to the British Academy is pending. 
It is anticipated that the ASN conference will result in at least four edited book projects – a huge success by any standard.

To celebrate the second birthday of the Anarchist Studies Network in November 2007, members organised a tour of Nottingham’s Castle Rock brewery. Twelve ASN members were treated to an educational tour of the brewery, famous for such stellar pints as Harvest Pale and Elsie Mo. After the tour, members took the opportunity to sample a wide selection of beers and talk well into the night. This was an excellent opportunity for members across the East Midlands to get together and meet face to face – some for the first time. 

In the first half of 2008 two more members of the ASN were awarded their doctorates from UK institutions. Alex Prichard received his PhD for research on Proudhon’s international political theory, while Alex Christoyannopoulos received his for his research into the tradition of Christian anarchism. 
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