Anarchist Studies Network Conference
Loughborough University 4-6 September 2008

Since its foundation in November 2005 the ASN has concentrated on developing local links and facilitating themed workshops and conferences.  It was agreed last year to plan for a single headline event and the outcome was this international conference.

The conference was hosted by the Department of Politics, International Relations and European Studies with the generous support of the PSA and the Department’s Centre for the Study of International Governance (CSIG) and it was an outstanding success.  Presentations were arranged in 14 workshop streams, ranging from ethics to psychology, libertarian communism to religious anarchisms.  Of necessity, these were organised in 5 parallel sessions.  Over 70 papers were presented attracting in excess of 150 participants from all over the world: Canada, the US and Australia Germany, Brussels, Poland, France, Ireland, the Netherlands, Italy, Finland, Denmark and Israel.  The conference successfully drew together established academics, students and independent scholars, working in a variety of disciplines in open and convivial exchanges.  

David Goodway delivered a plenary address on the first day of the conference which brilliantly interwove his own experiences of academia with an account of the development of anarchist research – from the study group in the history workshop to the establishment of the journal Anarchist Studies.  His aim was to provoke discussion and to challenge the audience: in this he succeeded.  The talk was followed by a long and fruitful discussion about the inclusiveness of the group, the relationship between academic and non-academic members and the role and purposes of the conference.  It also helped to establish a richly discursive tone for the rest of the conference.  

Unfortunately, time was tight between sessions and because the numbers attending greatly exceeded expectations, lunch was a little rushed – especially for those standing at the end of the queue on Friday.  However, there was a general consensus that the food - provided by Veggies, Nottingham – was delicious and well worth the wait.  And we made up for the lack of chatting time during the day at the socials on Thursday and Friday night at Loughborough’s Swan in the Rushes.  
Papers and the conference programme are available on the website: http://www.anarchist-studies-network.co.uk.  Since a number of panel convenors have been contacted by publishers, it is likely that much of the research presented at the conference will be available in print in the future.  However, the conference will be memorable not just because the presentations were interesting and often provocative, but because atmosphere in which they were delivered was so genuinely supportive and relaxed.  One of the conference highlights was the session on listening, convened by Jamie Heckert, with papers by Jamie and Anthony McCann.  Issues raised at this session fed into a wider discussion at the post-conference debrief, attended by 34 members of the group, and was a catalyst for reflection on the organisation and conduct of academic conferences (an account is available on the ASN website). The ASN hopes to take these ideas forward at future events.  

We would like to thank all the participants for helping to make it such a success; the PSA and CSIG for providing the financial backing and Prof. Jeremy Jennings for his support in the planning stages.  We would also like to thank all those who helped in its smooth running.  We owe a particular debt to Martin Mik (CSIG), Phil Sadler who provided technical support and Prof. Dennis Smith, who made additional space available to us at short notice.   
Ruth Kinna & Alex Prichard.

