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Panel Abstract:

The key objective of the panel is to demonstrate the potential of anarchism as a political ideology and conceptual framework to engage with, and develop IR theory. This will be done by bringing the work of key figures in the history of anarchist thought to bear on issues and concepts central to contemporary International Relations theory. Since anarchism is conspicuous by its absence in the genealogy and self-image of this discipline, possibly the most important contribution of the panels will be to bring anarchism itself to the attention of the IR community. 
1: Dr Garen Karapetyan

Paper Title:

“Prolegomena: Towards an Anarchist Theory
of International Relations”
This paper attempts to critically explore and outline a loose sketch of the basic premises and distinct features of a would-be anarchist theory of IR by drawing  from classic works of the occidental anarchist thinkers (such as Bakunin, Kropotkin, Malatesta, Godwin, Emerson, Thoreau and others), and by focusing on the anarchist conceptualisation of World Order.  As a result of this exploration and evaluation of anarchism the paper poses some new challenges to mainstream IR theory, and also suggest new directions for future research on anarchist IR.

Contact: 

Dr. Karen Karapetyan,
Flat 1,
31 Marine Terrace,
Aberystwyth
Ceredigion SY23 2BX
Wales
Tel: 01970 636884
garen@karapetyan.org
BISA Membership status: Full member
2: Alex Prichard

Paper title:

“The International Political Theory of Pierre-Joseph Proudhon 
(1809-1865)”

This paper discusses Proudhon’s two-volume engagement with 19th century international politics: War and Peace: Investigations in the principle and constitution of the right of nations (1861).  Completely ignored by all to have collated the thinking of the great political philosophers on matters of international politics, this paper argues that it is a lost treasure that demonstrates conceptual problems with contemporary IR theory. 
Contact details:

Department of Politics, International Relations and European Studies
Loughborough University,

Leicestershire, 

LE11 3TU

alprich@hotmail.com
BISA Membership status: Full member.

3: Professor Mike Sheehan

Paper Title:
“Social Ecology and International Security: Murray Bookchin's Anarchist Critical Theory and International Relations”.
This paper explores Bookchin's concept of 'social-ecology' and relates it to the problem of defining and resolving issues of environmental security. 
Contact:
Dept. of Politics and IR,
Singleton Park
University of Wales Swansea
Swansea SA2 8PP

m.sheehan@swansea.ac.uk

BISA Membership status: Full member
4: Professor Scott Turner

Paper Title:
“Anarchist Theory and Human Rights”
This paper examines how the global human rights movement exemplifies anarchist concepts by challenging the assumptions of the realist, state-centric paradigm of International Relations.  By challenging the legitimacy of domestic human rights violations, the right of war, as well as state-sanctioned economic exploitation, human

rights has emerged as a revolutionary paradigm that is more consistent with anarchist thought than conventional realism.

Contact deatils:

University of Montevallo,

Department of Behavioural and Social Sciences, 
Station 6199 
Montevallo, AL  35115

U.S.A.

Membership status: Non Member
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