SGSA Steering Group Meeting
1 March 2006, 14.00
Minutes

In attendance

	Bert Altena
	Carissa Honeywell

	Constance Bantman
	Ruth Kinna (minutes)

	Dave Berry (chair)
	Dmytri Kleiner

	Laurence Davis
	Phillip O’Sullivan

	Judy Greenway
	Alex Prichard

	Jamie Hackert
	Stevphen Shukaitis

	Eloise Harding
	


Apologies: Tadzio Mueller, Gareth Gordon, Garen Karapetyan, Andy Higgins
The meeting began with brief introductions
1. SGSA and the PSA

AP briefly outlined the remit of the specialist group within the framework of the PSA.  There was some discussion about the ways in which members of the group might understand their relationship to anarchist research, but it was agreed that these differences could be accommodated within the framework.  It was also agreed that whilst there is no constraint on member activity outside the SGSA, members should work within the parameters set by the PSA's charitable status in contexts where they are
using the SGSA name or facilities.
2. Financial Arrangements

AP announced that a building society account had been set up.  AP and RK were signatories to the account.  It was agreed that joint signatures would be required for all transactions and that DB (treasurer) would become a signatory to the account.  There was a discussion about the best ways of covering transfer costs to meet payments of members not resident in the UK.  It was suggested that cash could be used to cover expenses retrospectively.  For members needing monies in advance, AP agreed to investigate Paypal and to discuss the problem with the building society.  There was also a discussion of the ways in which the money might best be spent within the group.  In order to avoid members competing for limited resources, it was agreed that funding priority would be given to facilitate communications between group members.  Members would be encouraged to seek external funding to pursue larger projects (seminar series for example).  One-off payments for guest lectures would be conditional on the agreement of the group.
3. Projects

There was an extended discussion about the organisation of interest groups within the SGSA.  LD outlined the potential problems of organising by subject disciplines and there was general agreement that one of the purposes of the SGSA was to encourage inter-disciplinary exchanges.  It was also agreed that where SGSA members became involved in particular research activities, project groups would not institute formal membership procedures.  Moveover all members of the SGSA would have an equal voice in the running of the projects.

4. Use of email/wiki

It was agreed that the use of the SGSA mailing list would be reserved for business announcements.  DK gave a demonstration of the wiki.  All SGSA members would be encouraged to use the web facilities provided in order to facilitate communication between members.

5. International Affiliations

LD proposed that links between SGSA and equivalent groups within the American Political Science Association (APSR) be investigated.  The suggestion was warmly endorsed.  AP and SS were already planning to make contacts with groups active in the US.  It was also agreed that SGSA forge links with Continental European groups, notably the RA-Forum.  

6. Aims of the group

Short term:

Generate personal contacts between SGSA members.  All members would be encouraged to make contact regionally, using funding from the SGSA where appropriate to do so.  JH suggested the possibility of using existing conference arrangements to organise SGSA meetings.  It was agreed that transport costs would be paid for SGSA members to attend these meetings, but not to meet non-SGSA purposes.  Members would be invited to make proposals to the group about use of funds, internal organisation of the group and long-term plans and projects. 
It was agreed that SGSA maintain a visible presence at annual PSA conferences

Long-term

It was agreed – subject to the response of absent members – that SGSA should work towards the organisation of an annual international conference.  There was a discussion about the possibility of organising a residential weekend, but no consensus was reached.  Some members favoured one-day events.  

7. Appointments

CH volunteered to act as membership secretary 

RK volunteered to act as PSA convenor

BA volunteered to oversee external links

Meeting closed at 17.15

