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Dr Dave Berry lectures in politics and contemporary European history at the Department of Politics, International Relations and European Studies, Loughborough University. His research area is the twentieth-century history of the Left and of labour movements, particularly of anarchism and particularly in France. Dr Berry has published widely on anarchism and is the author of A History of the French Anarchist Movement, 1917-1945 (Greenwood Press, 2002). He is currently researching the life and works of Daniel Guérin.
Dr Ruth Kinna lectures in politics at the Department of Politics, International Relations and European Studies, Loughborough University. Her research interests include late nineteenth century socialism and anarchism, 
especially the political thought of William Morris and Peter Kropotkin. 
She is the author of William Morris: The Art of Socialism (University of Wales Press: Cardiff, 2000), and Beginner's Guide to Anarchism (Oneworld: Oxford, 2005).  Dr Kinna is currently preparing a collection for Routledge entitled Early Writings on Terrorism, examining late nineteenth century anarchist terrorism and responses to it in Europe and America, and also a collection on Anarchism and Utopianism with Laurence Davis.

Rationale for the Specialist Group:
The principal aims of this specialist group are to coordinate and promote the re-investigation of the past, plurality and potential of anarchism as a political ideology. 
Throughout its history, anarchism — both as a political theory and a socio-political movement — has gone through periodic peaks and troughs in popularity and notoriety. Over the past ten years or so, anarchism has again been on the rise. This has manifested in at least six significant ways. First, anti-capitalist protests from Seattle (1999) to Edinburgh (2005), and innumerable direct action groups, have increasingly come to reflect anarchist structures of organisation and ideology.
Second, and related to this, anarchism is reflected in the ideological tenor of many reformist and progressive new social movements and practices the world over. The lack of any easily discernible centralisation or uniformity in ideology across both the direct action and the new social movements support the assertion that they are infused with a pluralistic and anarchistic ethos. 
Third, and in support of this, since the post-structural turn in social theory and the corresponding move towards the concepts of community, pluralism and power (traditionally absent on the left of political discourse), there has been a resurgence of interest in anarchist theory.
 
Fourth, the corresponding demise of the traditional motifs of the orthodox left (centralisation, economism, vanguardism) — and a move towards a liberal-left by some Marxists
 — has seen much left-wing political theory move inadvertently onto the traditional intellectual terrain of anarchism. Here, morality, egalitarianism, republicanism, anti-authoritarianism, and the critique of capital have always been central.
Fifth, this intellectual shift has corresponded with a resurgence in social and political history that has sought to relocate and reassess the importance of anarchism in the history of the left across Europe and beyond, often (though not always) accompanied by a critique of orthodox Marxist approaches to social history.
Finally, and most importantly for our purposes, there has been a widespread increase in doctoral theses and academic publications that are either anarchist inspired or are direct engagements with the history and practice of anarchism and the anarchists.
The rationale of the proposed Specialist Group for the Study of Anarchism would be to take advantage of this renewed interest in anarchist thought by facilitating and promoting the analysis of the history, plurality, and trajectory of anarchism as modern political theory and practice. Its secondary aim would be to provide an institutional forum to bring graduate students and professional academics together from across disciplines to discuss the latest research and developments in the study of anarchism. Finally, this specialist working group would provide an institutional forum through which anarchism could be promoted as a viable analytical, conceptual, and pedagogical paradigm for students and researchers alike. 

Existing Anarchist Institutions and Informal Bodies
At present, there are numerous email lists, webpages, and listserves where academics and researchers exchange ideas and information regarding anarchism and the anarchists, new social movements and direct action. These include the ‘anarchist.academics’ list, the ‘Research on Anarchism Forum’, ‘a.infos’, ‘CIRA’, ‘la Gryffe’ the ‘Anarchy Archives’, the ‘Institute for Anarchist Studies’, and many more besides.

The Montreal-based ‘Institute for Anarchist Studies’ hosts an annual conference in Vermont entitled ‘Renewing the Anarchist Tradition’, but no formal academic institution exists that has the promotion of anarchism at its core. 

Anarchist Studies is the only peer-reviewed scholarly journal dedicated to the study of anarchist theory and practice. This UK published journal has no institutional affiliation at present, though it is edited by Dr Sharif Gemie, Reader in History at the University of Wales, Glamorgan. 
To date, anarchism is unrepresented in both the PSA (and APSA) despite research groups on Marxism, Labour Politics, Liberal Studies, and a Political Activism group. The Specialist Group for the Study of Anarchism has the potential to provide a fresh perspective on the concerns of these existing groups, and would seek to cooperate with other specialist groups wherever possible. These would include: ‘Environmental Politics’, ‘Development Politics’, ‘Globalization’, ‘Political Activism’, ‘Political Ideologies’, and ‘Participative and Deliberative Democracy’, ‘Marxism’, Political Activism’ and ‘Labour Politics’. Naturally, the Specialist Group for the Study of Anarchism will concern itself with the subject matter of the ‘State Theory’ research group, as well as the ‘Women in Politics’, and the ‘Poststructuralism and Radical Politics’ groups. It is a strength of anarchism as a political theory that it has the potential to engage with so many contemporary issues. But unfortunately, it is a corresponding weakness of the discipline of Political Science that anarchism is so under-represented. 
Aims and Objectives

The aims and objectives of the proposed Specialist Group for the Study of Anarchism are threefold. The key aim is to bring academics and researchers together from across a range of disciplines and geographical locations, through a series of specialist workshops and conferences, and by coordinating representation in larger annual academic conferences. The secondary aim is to assist the coordination of anarchist research amongst UK and overseas academics. Finally, the proposed specialist study group will work to promote the study and teaching of anarchism within Political Science departments across the UK and beyond. Given the novelty of the group it is uniquely positioned to deliver on these goals. 
Specific proposed projects of the working group include the following:
1. The organisation of a seminar series to allow academics and graduate students alike to present their work to a more specialist audience.
2. The organisation of one-day conferences and colloquia on the legacy and work of individual anarchists, aspects of anarchist history, contemporary anarchist practice, and its potential to contribute (analytically/pragmatically) to political and economic change.  

3. Coordinating and drawing up applications to higher education funding bodies for financial assistance for the organisation of the above ventures. Applications will be made to the British Academy, the Arts and Humanities Research Council, the Economic and Social Research Council, and the forthcoming Framework Programme 7 of the European Union for small and medium sized grants to bring together researchers from the US, Canada, Europe, South Africa, Australia, and elsewhere.

4. Coordinating publication strategies. This would include close cooperation with the journal Anarchist Studies and liaison with other publishers and on-line magazines, as well as publication in more generic political science journals. 

5. Coordinating broader and more long-term research agendas.

6. Reinvigorate the study of anarchism within academia. 

7. Facilitate working relationships with other specialist groups in the PSA, BISA, APSA and ISA and coordinating interdisciplinary research across traditional academic boundaries. 

8. The specialist group would also encourage constructive intellectual engagement with non-academic anarchist groups. 
As an indication of the ability of the proposed specialist group to achieve these objectives, panels on anarchism will be submitted for consideration for the upcoming PSA annual conference at the University of Reading.
 In addition, a single panel on Anarchism and World Politics was accepted for this year’s British International Studies Association conference at the University of St Andrews.

Institutional Affiliation
The proposed study group would be affiliated with the Department of Politics, International Relations & European Studies at Loughborough University. Initially, it would be placed under the stewardship of Dr Ruth Kinna and Dr Dave Berry, who have both published widely on anarchism.

The proposed specialist group would also be affiliated with Anarchist Studies. This journal is edited by Dr Sharif Gemie, Reader in History at the University of Glamorgan. It is published biannually by Lawrence and Wishart. 

It would be the aim of the proposed Specialist Group for the Study of Anarchism to affiliate with the Institute for Anarchist Studies and also seek to establish a corresponding specialist group within the American Political Science Association.

Academics and graduate students currently working in this area 

The following list provides an indicative cross-section of academics working in the field. It is by no means exhaustive as a glance at the editorial board of Anarchist Studies would show. Its aim is simply to show the variety of disciplines and levels of professional achievement a group such as this will bring together within PSA. Current PhD topics with an anarchist focus are listed in the bibliography. Each of those listed have expressed interest in the proposed group or its proposed activities. We will also encourage all members of the Specialist Group to join PSA. 
(Politics unless otherwise indicated)
Dr Jonathan Purkis (Media and Culture, John Moores)

Dr Carl Levy (History, Goldsmiths)

Dr Mitzi Waltz (Media Studies, Sunderland)

Uri Gordon (Cambridge)
Dr Dave Berry (Loughborough)

Gareth Gordon (Cardiff) 

Alex Prichard (International Relations, Loughborough) 

Jamie Heckert (Sociology, Edinburgh)

Dr Benjamin Franks (Philosophy, Glasgow)

Dr Carissa Honeywell (Sheffield)

Dr Marina Prentoulis (Sociology, City University) 
Dr Ruth Kinna (Loughborough)

Dr Dimitri Karmis (Ottawa) 

Prof. Richard Vernon (Western Ontario) 
Dr Rob Knowles (Economics, Adelaide)

Dr David Graeber (Anthropology, Yale)

Prof. Noam Chomsky (Linguistics, MIT)

Dr Jesse Cohn (English, Purdue, U.S.A)

Dr K Grohmann (Linguistics, Cyprus)
Dr Daniel Colson (St Etienne)

Dr Sophie Chambost (Law, Rennes)

Sureyyya Evren (Independent, Istanbul)

Prof. Steven Vincent (History, South Carolina)

Stevphen Shukaitis (Buisness and Economics, Leicester)

Prof. Dana Ward (Pitzer, U.S.A.)

Dr Sharif Gemie (History, Glamorgan)

Dr Saul Newman (Western Australia)

Prof. Scott Turner (International Relations, Montevallo U.S.A.)

Dr Garen Karapetyan (International Relations, Aberystwyth)

Alex Christoyannopoulos (Politics and Theology, Kent)

Dr Lucien Van der Walt (Sociology, Wits, S.A.)

Dr Peter Marshal (Independent, Wales)

Dr Jim Jose (Buisness and Law, Newcastle, Australia)

Prof. Mike Sheehan (Swansea)
Bibliography and Recent/Current PhD Thesis Titles
Texts selected for this bibliography are generally no more than ten years old. The list is not exhaustive and is designed only to give a flavour of the direction of contemporary anarchist research. Non-anarchist texts have been included to show how modern political theory is straying onto anarchist territory while others were chosen to illustrate the move away from Marxism in French social history as an indication of the move away from Marxism more generally. PhD Theses are included separately below. 
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Hirst, P. (1994) Associative Democracy: New Forms of Economic and Social Governance. Cambridge: Politiy Press. 
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Newman, S. (2001) From Bakunin to Lacan: Anti-Authoritarianism and the Dislocation of Power. London: Lexington. 

Riviale, P. (2003) Proudhon: La Justice, contre le souverain. Tentative d'examen d'une théorie de la justice fondée sur l'équilibre économique. Paris: L'Harmattan. 

Rolland, P. (1993) "La Fédéralisme, Un Concept Social Global Chez Proudhon", in Revue du Droit Public, Nov: 6 (pp. 1521-1546).

Turner, S. (1998) "Global Civil Society, Anarchy and Governance: Assessing an Emerging Paradigm", in Journal of Peace Research, 35: 1 (pp. 25-42).

Vincent, K. S. (1984) Pierre-Joseph Proudhon and the Rise of French Republican Socialism. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Vincent, K. S. (1992) Between Marxism and Anarchism: Benoît Malon and French Reformist Socialism. Berkley: University of California Press. 

Walzer, M. (1992) "The Civil Society Argument", in C. Mouffe (ed) Dimensions of Radical Democracy: Pluralism, Citizenship, Community. London: Verso (pp. 89-107).



Recent and Current PhD Theses:

Alexandre Christoyannopoulos (in progress) Theorising Christian Anarchism: 
A Reflection on the Politics of Love; University of Kent

Gareth Gordon (in progress) The Passion for Deconstruction: Rebel 

Signifiers and the Struggle for Control of the Anarchist Text; 

Cardiff University. 
Heckert, Jamie (2005) Resisting Orientation: On the Complexities of Desire and the Limits of Identity Politics; Edinburgh University.

Honeywell, Carissa (in progress) Anglo-American Anarchism in the Twentieth Century; Sheffield University. 


Juris, Jeff (2004) Digital Age Activism: Anti-corporate globalization and the cultural politics of transnational networking; University of California at Berkeley.

Karapetyan, Karén (2005) The State of the Spectacle: A Post-Anarchist Investigation of the Problem of State Reification; University of Wales, Aberystwyth.

Plows, Alex (1998) Practics and Praxis: The what, how and why of the UK environmental direct action movement in the 1990s. University of Wales, Bangor.

Prichard, Alex (in progress) Justice, Order and Anarchy: The international Political Theory of Pierre-Joseph Proudhon (1809-1865): Loughborough University.

Shukaitis, Stevphen (in progress) Self-Management in the Social Factory?: Emergent Subjectivities and the Shaping of the Social Imaginary; Leicester University
Gordon, Uri (2005) Anarchism and Political Theory: Contemporary Problems; Oxford University. 

Appendix 1: (note that extra papers due for inclusion before deadline of 31/10/05) 

Proposal for Political Science Association Annual Conference

University of Reading,

April 5th -7th 2006

Conference Title: 
Liberty, Security and the Challenge for Government

Panel Title:

Anarchism in the 21st Century
Panels Convenor: Alex Prichard

Dept. Politics, IR and European Studies,

Loughborough University,

Leicestershire,

LE11 3TU

a.prichard@lboro.ac.uk

Chair: Dr Ruth Kinna

Discussant: t.b.c.
Panel Description

The challenges faced by government are never-ending.  Quite probably the perennial challenge faced by all government would be that of liberty and security. Quite who’s liberty governments aim to ensure, and what exactly is being secured, are often the key terrain for debate among concerned citizens and analysts alike. 

Central to the anarchist conception of politics is the argument that centralised government exacerbates, rather than lessens, the insecurity and illiberal attitudes of states. This argument is rarely heard in academia even if ‘anarchistic’ arguments are often made by those who would not consider themselves to be anarchists – Charles Tilly’s argument that states are organised ‘racketeers’; Held’s argument that state competencies need to be devolved downwards and federated; Walzer’s argument that ‘civil society’ constitutes the most ethical basis for political community; Paul Hirst’s call for an ‘Associative Democracy’, and so on. In short, what we find today in contemporary political theory is a radical move away from the statist paradigm which has so long dominated both right and left. 

Today, theorists are seeking a more pluralist and progressivist politics as an antidote to the Jacobinism that has dominated the traditional left, and the police-state ideology that has dominated the (far) right. Political theorists now find it harder to sustain traditional ethical claims on behalf of the state in the face of most state’s dramatically unethical behaviour over the last century, but need to defend the material well-being and social provision which are modern political community’s most telling achievements. The question then becomes: are modern states the only bodies that can provide these achievements? Or would we be better off without them? How do we maintain liberty and security without the state? 

The key aim of this series of panels is to re-investigate the potential of anarchism to contribute to contemporary political theory on exactly the terrain outlined above. Their aim is to open up the debate by re-drawing the parameters of the discourse. The benefit of approaching this debate from an anarchist perspective is that we can avoid discussing liberty and security in reductionist materialist terms, use ethical language while remaining socialist, and discuss autonomy without invoking individualism and a necessary state. It is a problem within contemporary political theory that anarchism is so routinely ignored, especially since now people seem to be inadvertently encroaching on anarchist territory without giving it due recognition. The panels will also demonstrate how far anarchist political theory has developed in the last century and a half and what it promises for the future. 

1.

Questioning Postanarchism in the Age of Security
Dr. Benjamin Franks

University of Glasgow

Crichton Campus

Dumfries,

DG1 4ZL

b.franks@crichton.gla.ac.uk
According to myth, the end of modernism and thus the start of the post-modern era has been precisely timed to 15.32 on July 15 1972, when Minoru Yamasaki’s Puitt-Igoe Housing Project in St. Louis, Missouri, was dynamited. The city authority’s highly public demolition of this massive residential project signalled the failure of grand state-funded strategies to deal with poverty, criminality and despair.  The end of modernism, with its commitment to ‘progress’, ‘planning’ and ‘grand narratives’, has been replaced in Western academic humanities and social sciences by a distinctive new set of theories, concerns, approaches, canons and dispositions. These have had a corresponding influence on anarchism, significantly in the interrelation between libertarianism’s theoretical positions and post-structuralism (a set of theories and philosophies strongly identified with but not identical to post-modernism). This has generated a subset of anarchist thinking referred to as postanarchism, which includes such texts as Saul Newman’s From Bakunin to Lacan (2001) and Todd May’s (1994) highly influential Political Philosophy of Post-Structural Anarchism and their precursors Sadie Plant’s The Most Radical Gesture (1990) and John Carroll’s Escape from the Crystal Palace (1989). More recent work utilising concepts derived from these texts can be found in collections by Bowen and Purkis (1997 and 2004), and articles in current issues of the journal Anarchist Studies.

The features of postanarchism that have appeared most attractive to scholars have been: (i) Foucauldian concepts of constitutive power; (ii) anti-essentialism; (iii) anti-representationalism and (iv) the emphasis on diversity and multiplicity. Whilst the latter two characteristics are consistent with a rejection of vanguardism and centralism traditionally associated with political anarchism, the first two have been regarded by Newman and others as a break with the classical anarchisms of Bakunin and Kropotkin. 

If the conceit concerning the precise start of the post-modern era can be stretched further, then its becomes possible to talk about its end, a conclusion that could equally be identified with the exact time another mega-structure was demolished: 08:46 local time, September 11, 2001 when American Airlines Flight 11 crashed into the north side of the north tower of the World Trade Center, a structure which, with unfortunate symmetry, was also designed by Yamasaki. The subsequent period has witnessed a dramatic change in the operations of power and in the nomenclature of political cultures, towards a more politically and philosophically conservative disposition (the age of security). Despite the many strengths of postanarchism, it will be argued that the current age of security, with its extension of state power, the corresponding attacks on civil liberties, the growth of military intervention and political taxonomies based upon defence, surveillance and exclusion, has highlighted some of the weaknesses within postanarchism. These flaws include the micropolitical emphasis that tends towards a naïve relativism, which consequently leads postanarchist theorists to inadequately demarcate relatively minor, local and inconsequential forms of oppression from those which are major, modal and (over)determining. The subsequent accusation will be assessed that, as a result of this predilection, postanarchism risks assisting more dominant forms of oppression and misrepresenting types of opposition and resistance.
2. 
The Anarchist Political Philosophy of Dr. Alex Comfort

Carissa Honeywell,

University of Sheffield Department of Politics,

Elmfield, Northumberland Road,

Sheffield, S10 2TU,

C.Honeywell@Sheffield.ac.uk

This paper argues that Alex Comfort’s ideas form an essential part of the story of the twentieth century development of the anarchist tradition and the role it has played in later twentieth century dissonant political thought. Focusing on Comfort as a figure not only enhances our understanding of the twentieth century history of ideas, including the trajectories of pacifism, romanticism, and anti-nuclear movements, but it dramatically challenges the popular understanding of anarchism. Instead of a moribund, incoherent, archaic cluster of ideas, anarchism can be found in the ideas of figures like Comfort to be operating as a vital and applied response to the challenges of twentieth century political and social developments. Nonetheless, he is an overlooked figure in British political thought. This neglect is related to the failure to recognise anarchism as an important feature of British radical currents. He is remembered as a critic of conventional sexual morality in the 1970s through his infamous publication The Joy of Sex. What is less well recognised is the much wider scope of his attack on war and post-war politics and society, and the anarchist political philosophy from which his challenge to politics and culture emerged. The concerns and intellectual contributions of Comfort’s anarchism are a key reflection of the breadth and complexity of British intellectual responses to the social and political changes of the twentieth century and his ideas are ripe for re-examination. This paper will argue that it is erroneous to view Comfort in particular, and the figure of the anarchist intellectual in general, as entirely outside significant currents of twentieth century debate. In this paper it will also be demonstrated how the influences and contexts of Comfort’s ideas reveal the strong connection between anarchism in Britain and embedded British cultural and political traditions. It will be demonstrated that the ideas of Comfort highlight the need to reassess the anarchist tradition and to revise the image of this ideology as archaic, irrelevant, and isolated from political traditions and movements.

3. 

Utopianism, Realism and Anarchy: Proudhon’s Conception of Politics
Alex Prichard

Dept. Politics, IR and European Studies,

Loughborough University,

Leicestershire,

LE11 3TU

a.prichard@lboro.ac.uk

This paper seeks to provide a key with which to unlock the work of the much maligned anarchist Pierre-Joseph Proudhon (1809-1865).  Seen variously to occupy the political right and left, to be both an individualist and a socialist, to be both a moralist and a political realist, most have concluded that his work must be an impenetrable tissue of contradictions. The argument presented here is that if we understand Proudhon’s political theory in its historical context (political, philosophical and practical) his ideas become not only intelligible, but profoundly significant for our own age as much as they were for his. The argument of this paper works in three sections. First, by locating Proudhon’s work as a critique of utopian socialism the paper will demonstrate his political and philosophical realism. Secondly, a discussion of Proudhon’s critique of Kant and Hegel (and their philosophical rejection of real individual freedom) shows Proudhon to have had a strong and philosophically realist conception of the ideal, and humanity’s need (and ability) to work for it. This apparent contradiction in Proudhon’s work (between realism and idealism) is resolvable by understanding his metaphysics, his theory of politics and by showing the place of political struggle in the making and shaping of ideas and the future. Proudhon’s La Guere et la Paix (1861), long ignored by all and sundry, and Du Principe Fédératif (1863) are here the central texts in explaining this paradox. Proudhon argues that if political struggle is to be benign and if the whole of society is to participate in the realisation of individual and group goals, if we are to ensure security while promoting liberty as a moral ideal, a new politico-economic configuration must be actualised – “agro-industrial federalism”.  This model has striking similarities to the normative vision articulated in David Held’s Democracy and the Global Order (1995). Given contemporary political and analytical currents, it is argued that Proudhon’s thought has finally come of age.  
4. 

Christian Anarchism:
A Forgotten Alternative for the Peaceful Ordering of Society

Alexandre Christoyannopoulos

Department of Politics and International Relations,

Rutherford College,

University of Kent,

Canterbury,

Kent CT2 7NX.

ajmc2@kent.ac.uk
This paper argues that Christian anarchism offers a rich and yet forgotten alternative to contemporary attempts to preserve order in society, an alternative which is worth reflecting upon if only to become more aware of the almost unquestioned ontological assumption behind these contemporary approaches. Christian anarchists question the widespread belief that a socially contracted state provides the only guarantee of human freedom and security. They reject the presumption of an original state of ontological violence that, in turn, justifies the formation of a collective refuge guarded by a zealous monopoly over the use of force. For them, the state is a vicious system that perpetrates the very violence that its mandate pretends to keep at bay. They are therefore not surprised by the current climate of insecurity – but they believe the solution requires another look at Christianity and its political implications.

They think Christianity presents a radical alternative to secular methods, because it begins by positing an alternative view of human nature, one that calls for love and discipleship to recover mankind’s initial but disrupted unity. They believe that the only way to achieve a peaceful social order is through Christian martyrdom and persuasion by example, not through the imposition of manmade laws by the threat of force. They see the authentic mission of Christianity as the enactment of the true ecclesia: there would be no state as we know it, and yet social order would be fulfilled through faith, charity and love of neighbour. For Christian anarchists, therefore, Christianity in this genuine sense has never actually been tried yet. To attain this social ideal, instead of relying on a state to protect them, human beings must acknowledge their personal responsibilities and learn to turn the other cheek, to love and patiently forgive, and to keep faith in the contagious power of such bearing witness to Jesus Christ.

It may be that Christian anarchists have too utopian a faith in the human capacity for pacifism and non-violence; and of course, their view is essentially religious, not secular. But their religious approach is refreshing precisely because it is peaceful, unlike certain antagonistic readings of Abrahamic Scriptures. Besides, their thinking poses fundamental questions about human nature that today’s world would do well to ponder in its anxious search for a political solution to the current threats to freedom and security.

Appendix 2 

Proposal for the Annual 
British International Studies Association 
Conference

University of St Andrews 
December 19th-21st.

Panel Title:

Anarchism and World Politics: 

The Anarchists and Contemporary IR Theory

Panel convenor:

Alex Prichard
Department of Politics, IR and European Studies,

Loughborough University,

Leicestershire,

LE11 3TU

wap01@aber.ac.uk
Chair: Dr Eric Herring, Bristol.

Discussant: Dr Saul Newman, Western Australia.

Panel Abstract:

This panel has one key objective: to demonstrate the potential of anarchism as a political ideology and conceptual framework to engage with, and develop IR theory. This will be done by bringing the work of key figures in the history of anarchist thought to bear on issues and concepts central to contemporary International Relations theory. Secondly, the panel will bring together innovative contemporary theorists of anarchist thought to discuss key issue areas in contemporary world politics, and highlight the shortcomings of IR theory as they see it. Since anarchism is conspicuous by its absence in the genealogy and self-image of this discipline, possibly the most important contribution of the panel will be to bring anarchism itself to the attention of the IR community. 
Paper Abstracts: 

1: Dr Garen Karapetyan (Aberystwyth) 

“Prolegomena: Towards an Anarchist Theory of International Relations”
This paper attempts to critically explore and outline a loose sketch of the basic premises and distinct features of a would-be anarchist theory of IR by drawing  from classic works of the occidental anarchist thinkers (such as Bakunin, Kropotkin, Malatesta, Godwin, Emerson, Thoreau and others), and by focusing on the anarchist conceptualisation of World Order.  As a result of this exploration and evaluation of anarchism the paper poses some new challenges to mainstream IR theory, and also suggest new directions for future research on anarchist IR.

2: Alex Prichard (Loughborough)

“The International Political Theory of Pierre-Joseph Proudhon (1809-1865)”

This paper discusses Proudhon’s two-volume engagement with 19th century international politics: War and Peace: Investigations in the principle and constitution of the right of nations (1861).  Completely ignored by all to have collated the thinking of the great political philosophers on matters of international politics, this paper argues that it is a lost treasure that demonstrates conceptual problems with contemporary IR theory. 

3: Professor Mike Sheehan (Swansea)

“Social Ecology and International Security: Murray Bookchin's Anarchist Critical Theory and International Relations”.
This paper explores Bookchin's concept of 'social-ecology' and relates it to the problem of defining and resolving issues of environmental security. 
4: Professor Scott Turner (Montevallo, U.S.A.)

“Anarchist Theory and Human Rights”
This paper examines how the global human rights movement exemplifies anarchist concepts by challenging the assumptions of the realist, state-centric paradigm of International Relations.  By challenging the legitimacy of domestic human rights violations, the right of war, as well as state-sanctioned economic exploitation, human

rights has emerged as a revolutionary paradigm that is more consistent with anarchist thought than conventional realism.










� Please refer to the bibliography for a representative cross-section of the most recent literature. 


� Typical of this move are the attempts by Chantal Mouffe, David Held and Michael Walzer to bring the notion of citizenship and pluralism to the vocabulary of the left. Held’s federalist project, and Walzer’s ‘Civil Society Model’ have striking similarities to Proudhon’s thought but are unrecognised as such. Promoting anarchism in British political theory circles would have the benefit of illuminating the significance of these wanderings. See bibliography for details. 


� A copy of this proposal is appended; see Appendix 1. 


� See Appendix 2 for details of the contributors and paper titles for this panel.
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