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Workshop Report
‘Disciplining Dissent’ was a very successful two-day interdisciplinary workshop held at the Institute for Advanced Studies at the University of Bristol on 18-19 September 2009.  The workshop was intended to provide a space in which to explore the different forms of discipline and power that operate towards, within and through contemporary resistance movements.  It brought together scholars from diverse disciplinary backgrounds, including Criminology, Geography, International Relations, Law, Media, Politics and Sociology, who often have little opportunity to interact given prevailing professional structures, but who nevertheless share an interest in the ways in which contemporary forms of political dissent, such as those represented by ‘anti’- or ‘alter-globalisation movement(s)’, are both disciplined and disciplining. 
There were five panel sessions spread across the two days (on ‘Disciplining Dissent through Space, Place and Containment’; ‘Civil and Uncivil Dissent: (Il)legality, (Non)violence and Exception’; ‘Exploring Mechanisms of Discipline and their Contestation’; ‘Disciplining Through Communication and Organisation’ and ‘Rethinking Discipline and Dissent’), and a keynote speech delivered by Professor André Drainville (Professor of Sociology, Université Laval, Québec) on “Global Discipline and Dissent in the Longue Durée: Global Severance against Global Presence”.  
In total, 18 scholars presented research papers, and a further 10 non-presenting participants also attended (space constraints at the Institute for Advanced Studies unfortunately limited the total number of participants to 30).
Alongside the Anarchist Studies Network, the workshop was also supported by the Global Insecurities Centre at the Department of Politics, University of Bristol, the Roberts Skills Fund (University of Bristol), the University of Bristol Alumni Foundation, and the University of Bristol's Institute for Advanced Studies’ Research Student Interdisciplinary Events and Fast -Track Benjamin Meaker Visiting Professorship Schemes.

The generous funding we received from the ASN and these other bodies enabled us to provide financial assistance and thereby facilitate the attendance of a number of paper presenters from Continental Europe and North and South America, as well as the UK (Daniel Aragão, Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro; Nicole Doerr, Freie Universität Berlin; André Drainville, Université Laval, Québec; Magdalena Freudenschuß, Humboldt Universität zu Berlin; Sara Motta, University of Nottingham; Amedeo Policante, Goldsmiths College, London and Hasmet Uluorta, University of Miami).  ASN money was specifically used towards Hasmet Uluorta’s flight from Miami to Bristol.  The general consensus amongst participants was that ‘Disciplining Dissent’ provided a rare opportunity for scholars from these diverse geographical locations to meet and interact, and engage in theoretically sophisticated and empirically grounded analysis of the theme of discipline in relation to resistance movements.
Selected papers presented at the workshop are going to be published in a special issue (volume 9, issue 1) of the Routledge journal Globalizations in February 2011, which we will be guest-editing.  It is likely that this special issue will also be reprinted as an edited volume in the Routledge series ‘Rethinking Globalizations’ approximately six months later.  We are also exploring possibilities for a further, more extensive edited volume which will follow on from and build on the Globalizations special issue, and focus more explicitly and in greater depth on themes of discipline in relation to practices of resistance.
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